FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

RETHINKING THE PEN AND PENCIL HOLDER

A Familiar Desktop Object Gets an Original and Sustainable Twist
___________________________________________________________________

(Digital images are available upon request.)
San Francisco, Calif., April 4, 2005—When Portia Wells was briefed to create a pen and pencil holder, she decided to challenge the redundancy of the design task. She realized that there is already an abundance of found vessels perfectly suited and used for this purpose. Wells located appropriate vessels, including ceramic mugs, small vases and even a bunny-shaped plant holder, scouring flea markets, thrift shops and garage sales for her finds. She then authoritatively dictated the design(ated) purpose of the found objects by printing “Pen and Pencil Holder” on the ceramic surface with gold type. 


“With the flood of consumer products designed purely to be sold, we have become socialized to believe that the label of an object defines its usage,” says Wells.


Each of Wells Pen and Pencil Holders comes with a note of authenticity and is packaged in newsprint and recycled corrugated cardboard. 


Wells will sell a limited edition of the holders at designboom ICFF Mart 05, a designer's market that presents up-and-coming design talent at the International Contemporary Furniture Fair (ICFF), North America’s largest design event. She is one of only 45 international designers selected by designboom.com, Europe’s foremost design e-zine, to participate in this year's Mart. ICFF will take place at the Jacob Javits Center in New York, May 14-17, 2005.  Wells will be at booth 380 (next to the ICFF bookshop).
For more information and to see images of the Pen and Pencil Holders, visit www.portiawells.com or www.designboom.com.

About Portia Wells

Portia Wells lives in Oakland, California. She is currently pursuing a BFA in Wood/Furniture at California College of the Arts in San Francisco.
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